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11th July

12th August 

16th September 

 – World Population Day  - 
'Reproductive Health'
The United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) is an international 
development agency that promotes 
the right of every woman, man and 
child to enjoy a life of health and 
equal opportunity. Reproductive 
health is at the heart of UNFPA's 
vision: a world where every 
pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth 
is safe and every young person's 
potential is fulfilled.  

– International Youth Day
International Youth Day was 
designated by the United Nations in 
1999.  It is an opportunity to 
recognise the potential of youth, to 
celebrate their achievements, and 
plan for ways to better engage young 
people to consciously and 
successfully take action in the 
development of their societies.  
Sustainability is relevant to the 
environment, society and the 
economy. The commitment of the 
youth is essential to ensuring a 
sustainable existence for today and 
future generations.

– International Day for 
the Preservation of the Ozone Layer
The ozone layer is a layer of gas in 
the upper atmosphere that performs 
the crucial role of protecting all life 
forms from the harmful ultraviolet 
(UV-B) rays of the sun.  
A thinning ozone layer leads to a 
number of serious health risks for 
humans. 
It also impacts on biodiversity. 
Increased UV-B rays reduce levels of 
plankton in the oceans and 
subsequently diminish fish stocks. 
It can also have adverse effects on 
plant growth, thus reducing 
agricultural productivity. 
The phasing out of ozone depleting 
substances (ODS) has helped to fight 
climate change since many ODS are 
also powerful greenhouse gases. 
The ozone layer has since begun to 
recover as a result of these efforts. 

20th – 22nd  September

10th – 15th September

22nd September

27th September 

 – Clean up 
the World Weekend
Clean Up the World is a community 
based environmental campaign that 
inspires and empowers communities 
from every corner of the globe to 
clean up and conserve their 
environment. Now in its 21st year, 
Clean Up the World, held in 
conjunction with the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), 
mobilises an estimated 35 million 
volunteers from 130 countries 
annually, making it one of the largest 
community-based environmental 
campaigns in the world.

 – Zimbabwe 
Clean Up Week
To coincide with Clean Up the World 
Month, Zimbabwe Clean Up Week 
brings together the private and 
public sector, community groups, 
schools and individuals in a range of 
activities and programmes that 
positively improve local 
environments by conducting clean 
ups.  Visit Environment Africa's 
website for more information on co-
ordinating a clean up in your area - 
www.environmentafrica.org

 – Rhino Day
World Rhino Day aims to raise public 
awareness about the illegal trade in 
rhino horn and global rhino 
conservation issues.  A day to 
globally unite in the fight to save the 
rhino species and demand an end to 
poaching.  Killed for their horn, that 
some believe has medicinal qualities, 
rhino horn is actually made of keratin 
the same substance found in your 
fingernails and hair!

– World Tourism Day – 
theme 'Tourism and Water – 
Protecting our Common Future'
With international tourism forecast 
to reach 1.6 billion arrivals by 2020, 
the United Nations World Tourism 
Organisation, UNWTO, has 
developed a Global Code of Ethics for 
Tourism “to help minimise the 
negative impacts of tourism on the 
environment and on cultural heritage 
while maximising the benefits for 

residents of tourism destinations”.
Zimbabwe, Victoria Falls and Zambia, 
Livingstone will be jointly hosting the 
UNWTO General Assembly in 2013.

– World Animal Day
World Animal Day was started in 1931 
at a convention of ecologists in 
Florence as a way of highlighting the 
plight of endangered species. 
October 4 was chosen as it is the 
Feast Day of St Francis of Assisi, the 
patron saint of animals.  World 
Animal Day has become a day for 
remembering and paying tribute to 
all animals and the people who love 
and respect them and to do 
something special to highlight their 
impact and importance in the world.   

– World Food Day
World Food Day was declared to 
commemorate the launching of the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation of 
the United Nations in 1945.  Since 
then it has been observed every year 
in more than 150 countries, 
highlighting awareness of the issues 
behind poverty and hunger.  The aim 
of the World Food Day is to heighten 
public awareness of the world food 
problem and strengthen solidarity in 
the struggle against hunger, 
malnutrition and poverty.

– International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty
The International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty has been 
observed every year since 1993, when 
the UN designated this day to 
promote awareness of the need to 
eradicate poverty and destitution in 
all countries, particularly in 
developing countries - a need that 
has become a development priority. 

 

– World AIDS Day

World Aids Day was the first ever 
global health day and has continued 
to be marked since 1988. It is an 
opportunity to join people worldwide 
in the fight against HIV, showing 
support for people living with HIV 
and remembering those who have 
passed away.  

4th October 

16th October 

17th October 

1st December 

These are days that are celebrated around the world on these dates every year.

 Visit www.environmentafrica.org
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Cheetah cubs - picture courtesy of Stephanie Periquet

a lot of duplicates as people tend to take more than one 
picture when they get the unique chance to photograph 
cheetah, but the pictures have already helped us to identify 
34 individuals based on their coat markings. Our population 
survey is ongoing and during the course of 2013, we will 
continue to collect more cheetah information. 

In addition, a questionnaire based survey will be carried 
out with the assistance  of  two students from the National 
University of Science and Technology, starting in the north 
west of the country. This survey will also provide 
information on the attitude of people towards cheetahs and 
the level of cheetah-human conflict. Ultimately, the 
information gained from the data collection will help CCPZ 
and the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management 
Authority to improve the conservation strategy of the 

Cheetah male - picture courtesy of CCPZ-1

cheetahs and to set up research and education projects in 
the areas where it is most needed. 

You can help us by sending us your cheetah sightings and 
pictures both old and new. If you have been or are lucky 
enough to see this shy and elusive animal anywhere in the 
Zimbabwe bush, please let us know when and where you 
saw the cheetah, how many cheetah/s you saw and whether 
or not they had cubs. Your pictures are of great value to us 
and will be added to the National ID database. In this way 
you will be able to contribute to the conservation of this 
beautiful carnivore in Zimbabwe. 

Send your pictures and sightings to 
cheetah@cheetahzimbabwe.org 

or fill in the online sighting sheet at 
www.cheetahzimbabwe.org 

If you would like to learn more about cheetahs 
or follow our cheetah adventures you can 

visit our website www.cheetahzimbabwe.org 
or follow us via facebook 

www.facebook.com/CheetahZimbabwe

Continued

HAVING spent the past five years conducting research on 
African wild dogs in Hwange National Park, I developed a 
strong passion for Zimbabwe and its wildlife. Having 
completed my PhD at the end of 2011, I wanted to contribute 
further to the conservation of wildlife with research on 
another threatened species; the cheetah. At the beginning 
of 2012, together with my husband Hans, we founded the 
Cheetah Conservation Project Zimbabwe (CCPZ) with the 
aim to help and conserve cheetahs through research, 
education, collaboration and capacity building.

The first goal of the project is to build up information of 
the cheetah population in Zimbabwe. The public can help 
us improve the conservation strategy of this large spotted 
cat by forwarding information on recent and historical 
cheetah sightings and/or pictures.

Cheetahs used to be widespread throughout Africa and 
Asia. Sadly, this slender, long legged carnivore has 
disappeared from a large part of their historic range and 
today, there are fewer than 10,000 adult cheetahs left in the 
wild. As a result, cheetahs have officially been classified as 
vulnerable on the IUCN Red List, meaning they face a high 
risk of extinction in the wild. 

There are approximately 6000 cheetahs in Southern 
Africa with populations found in Botswana, Namibia, South 
Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Despite its high conservation 
value, there is limited data available on the Zimbabwe 
cheetah population, especially in the northwest of 
Zimbabwe, which has vast tracts of wildlife protected areas 
and is also the Zimbabwe component of the Zambezi 
Transfrontier Conservation Area. 

The more one knows about a species the easier it 
generally becomes to implement an effective conservation 
strategy.  Which is why Cheetah Conservation Project 
Zimbabwe, in collaboration with the Zimbabwe Parks and 
Wildlife Management Authority, has started a cheetah 
population survey. The aim of this survey is to find out where 
cheetahs occur, how many there are and what conservation 

The Cheetah Project of Zimbabwe
By Dr. Esther van der Meer

challenges they face.
A National ID data base has been set up to collect data 

and pictures on cheetah sightings around the country and 
the public is encouraged to send in information and pictures 
of their sightings. Information on when and where a sighting 
was made gives us an indication of where cheetahs occur. 
Pictures help us to identify individual cheetahs based on 
their unique spot pattern. If we collect enough pictures from 
an area, we are able to give an estimate of how many 
cheetahs there are and can sometimes even tell something 
about their life history, for example how old an animal is or 
how many cubs it had. 

To date, the response from the public has been 
overwhelming and we are rapidly accumulating invaluable 
data. It is too early to speculate about cheetah numbers but 
one thing we know for sure is that they are there! (From 2012 

Adult cheetah Hwange National Park - picture courtesy of Julian Brookstein

The cheetah is the world's fastest land mammal. 
They can reach a top speed of around 113 km per 
hour.
A cheetah's distinguishing marks are 'tear drop' 
black markings running from the corner of its eyes 
to its mouth.
Cheetahs do not roar like other big cats but they do 
purr, very loudly and make high pitched bird like 
sounds when excited or calling their cubs. 
Cheetahs have poor night vision and hunt for their 
food during the day. Cheetahs cannot climb trees.
Cheetahs only need to drink once every three to 
four days, they get the moisture they need from 
the bodies of their prey.
The lifespan of a cheetah is between 10 and 12 
years.

Cheetah – did you know?

Continued
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